
You have the power. The power to create change. A group of ladies many 
years ago, had the power and energy to create the Texas Rural Womens 
Association (TREWA). The goal was to teach others the benefits of the 
electric cooperative system in rural America. The earlier years focused 
on educating and creating an interest and understanding of the need to 
improve the quality of life in rural Texas.

Welcome to Electricity 101. Young or old, education is a powerful tool, 
and so is electricity.

Knowledge is Power.

Bobbi Byford, 
Lamplighter Editor

1

TEXAS RURAL ELECTRIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 	                                                                           	        APRIL 2018

	 Electricity is made at a power 
plant then moves through a system of 
bulk transmission lines that carry large 
amounts of electricity over long distances. 
To keep electric power flowing efficiently, 
transformers increase the voltage in the 
transmission lines. As the voltage increases, 
the force of the electricity pushing the lines 
increases.
	 To route electricity to an electric 
cooperative, a town, or factory, a 
transmission line interconnects with a 
substation. At the substation, transformers 
reduce the high voltage and send the 
electricity onto distribution lines that 
deliver power to consumers and businesses.
	 On  the distribution line, the voltage 
is reduced again by another transformer 
(often seen on a power pole outside a 
home) to the 240-volt level required for 
safe use by equipment and appliances.
	 From the distribution transformer, 
the power channels through a meter that 
measures the kilowatt-hours used, and 
then travels to the electric co-op member’s 
own distribution panel and home circuit 
breakers.

Stay tuned in the upcoming issues of the Lamplighter as we 
continue to share the POWER. 
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Be prepared for 
tornado and hurricane 

season! Know the signs, 
gather supplies, have a 
shelter or evacuation 

plan, and most 
importantly...
STAY SAFE!

Are You Ready? 

The Atlantic hurricane season runs 
from June 1 to November 30, with the 

peak occurring between mid-August 
and late October. The Eastern Pacific 
hurricane season begins May 15 and 

ends November 30. 

Tornadoes can strike in any season, but 
occur most often in the spring and summer 
months. They can happen at all hours of 
the day and night, but are most likely to 
emerge between 3 P.M. and 9 P.M.
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Bobbi Byford
Social Media
/Lamplighter
Trinity Valley EC
(469) 261-9876 
bobbi@tvec.coop

2017–18 TREWA Board of Directors

To send a craft item or make a donation to TREWA, please mail it to 
Bobbi Byford, Trinity Valley EC, P.O. Box 888, Kaufman, TX 75142. You 
can also give your craft or silent auction item to any TREWA board 
member. Again, thank you for your continued support.
 
Your donated items help provide funds for TREWA 
scholarships and donations to Rural Friends/ACRE.

⬜ YES! I will donate a Craft/Art Item   

Name

City, State, Zip 

Item Donated 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please designate someone to bring 
your item for you. 

Item Value

Group 7
Priscilla Burgos
Secretary/Treasurer
Victoria EC
(361) 573-2428
pburgos@victoriaelectric.coop

Group 6
Christina Martinez
Membership Chair
Bluebonnet EC
(512) 332-7924
Christina.martinez@bluebonnet.
coop 

Group 5
Jana Bishop
Lyntegar EC
(806) 470-9270
jbishop@lyntegar.coop

Group 1
Ann Horn
Arts & Crafts
Jasper-Newton EC
(409) 423-2241 
ext. 120 • ahorn@jnec.com

Group 2
Kendra Markwardt
Scholarship Chair
HILCO EC
(254) 687-2331 
ext. 1145 • kmarkwardt@hilco.coop

Group 3
Karen Culpepper
President 
Wise EC
(940) 626-3003
kculpepper@wiseec.com

Group 4
Rachel Ford
Vice-President
Comanche EC
(325) 356-2533
rford@ceca.coop

Kathy Shipp
Past President
Lamb County EC
(806) 385-5191 
kshipp@lcec.coop

Silent Auction & Craft Donation Form

“When one door of happiness closes, another opens; 
but often we look so long at the closed door that we 
do not see the one which has been opened for us.”
					   
						      - Helen Keller
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TREWA Membership
Current memberships expire 
July 31, 2018.

The TREWA Board of Directors thanks 
you for your continued support of this 
organization. 

TREWA membership is open to 
men and women of rural electric 
cooperatives. We encourage you 
to become a part of our growing 
organization as we continue to light 
the lamp of knowledge for the future. 

Membership has its privileges. The 
children of TREWA members are  
eligible to apply for scholarships 
sponsored by TREWA. Members also 
receive an edition of The Lamplighter, 
which is sent twice a year via email.  

Regular membership price is 
$10 per year and, to date, we have 
almost 1,000 members. Once again, 
TREWA is offering membership at 
$5 per person to cooperatives that 
enroll 100 percent of their directors, 
directors’ spouses and employees (or 
spouse of an employee). We would 
like to acknowledge and thank the 
cooperatives that currently have 100 
percent membership: 

e Comanche EC, Group 4
e CoServ Electric, Group 3
e Heart of Texas EC, Group 2
e Houston County EC, Group 1
e North Plains EC, Group 5
e Taylor EC, Group 4
e Tri-County EC, Group 3
Renew your membership today by 

completing and returning the form at 
right. TREWA membership forms are 
also available at trewa.org.   

TREWA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership valid August 1, 2017, through July 31, 2018.

Membership:  Renewal   New Member

Membership Fees
Please check the appropriate dues assessments:

$10 (1 year)  $20 (2 years)  

First name ______________________________________

Last name ______________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City____________________________________________

State _____________    ZIP ____________

Home phone ____________________________________

Work phone _____________________________________

Email ___________________________________________
	
Cooperative (spell out) ______________________________

 

Relationship to cooperative:

       Employee  Director         Member  

       Spouse of Employee         Spouse of Director       Other
 

Return to:
Mail:	 TREWA
	 Christina Martinez
	 Membership Chair
	 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
	 Austin, TX 78701
Email:	 christina.martinez@bluebonnet.coop


